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the effort of decision the weaker grows the general will
Opinions are provided for us, we take our principles at
second or third hand, our habits are suitable and con-
venient, and what more is necessary for a decent and
orderly life? But the one achievement possible and
necessary for every man is character, and character is
as finely wrought metal beaten into shape and beauty
by the repeated and accustomed action of will \Ve who
teach should make it clear to ourselves that our aim
in education is less conduct than character, conduct
may be arrived at, as we have seen, by indirect routes,
but it is of value to the world only as it has its source
in character

Every assault upon the flesh and spirit of man is an
attack however insidious upon his personality, his will,
but a new Armageddon is upon us in so far as that the
attack is no longer indirect but is aimed consciously and
directry at the will, which is the man, and we shall
escape becoming a nation of imbeciles only because there
will always be persons of good will amongst us who will
resist the general trend The office of parents and
teachers is to turn out such persons of good will,
that they should deliberately weaken the moral fibre
of their children by suggestion is a very grave offence
and a thoughtful examination of the subject should act
as a sufficient deterrent For, let us consider What
we do with the will we describe as voluntary What we
do without the conscious action of will is involuntary
The will has only one mode of action, its function is to
' choose,' and with every choice we make we grow in
force of character

From the cradle to the grave suggestions crowd upon
us, and such suggestions become part of our education
because we must choose between them. But a sugges-
tion given by intent and supported by an outside per-
sonality has an added strength which few are able to